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New Formed Program:

Catholic Pacific College Gala:
Thurs. Sept. 24th at 6 pm w/ Fr. Joseph Fessio, S.J.

More information at catholicpacific.ca/cpcgala
SAINTS PETER & PAUL PARISH

2026 Sunday Offering Made Easy
by Direct Deposit or Credit Card:

Thank you for your interest in 
Sts. Peter & Paul Parish’s Sunday Offering Plan. 
This plan allows you to give your Sunday Offering

on a monthly basis by direct deposit or credit card. 
It is the most convenient way to make your 

Sunday Offering. Your commitment to give this way
also ensures that your Sunday Offering reaches us

even if you are away or unable to come to our Parish
in person. Instead of giving weekly, your Sunday

Offerings would be simplified to one monthly donation.
For more information, take the 

PRE-AUTHORIZED DONATION BROCHURE.
2026 PAD forms are available from

the website and vestibule.

 sspeterpaul.ca

ST. MICHAEL’S PRAYER
St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle. Be
our defence against the
wickedness and snares of
the Devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray;
And do Thou, O Prince of
the Heavenly Host, by the
power of God, thrust into
hell Satan and all the evil
spirits who prowl about
the world seeking the
ruin of souls. Amen.

Fr. Ron Thompson
Please Note:

All requests of the
Pastor are kindly asked
to be made by phone
during office hours, not
by email. Thank you.

Welcome Visitors!  
New Parishioners!  
We are pleased to 
have you pray with us 
at Saints Peter and Paul. 
We hope you enjoy your
visit to our beautiful
Church. Please
introduce yourself after
Mass to Father Ron and
parishioners, we would 
like to meet you!

Archdiocese of
Vancouver

Archbishop: Most Rev.
Richard W. Smith D.D.

THE 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 20TH 2026

Leave a Legacy:
By remembering Sts. Peter & Paul Parish in your will,

you leave a legacy in a place you love. Consider a
bequest to the Parish Building Fund. This will enhance

the Church’s mandate to sanctify and teach as
we enter into our 2nd 100 years of service.

May our Lord reward you in this life and in the next.

Sunday Mass: Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 4:00 pm 

Weekday Mass: Monday: 8:00 am, Tuesday: 4:00 pm,
Wednesday - Friday: 8:00 am

 Saturdays and Civic Holidays: 9:00 am
East Side Adoration Chapel is Open: Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Confessions: Wednesday - Friday: 8:30 am, and
Saturday:  9:30 am and 4:00 pm - 4:30 pm

Marriage: By Appointment -- Notify 8 Months in AdvanceTo aid our parishioners’ want and need for Catholic
Resource, we are pleased to announce that we have
set up, with the Augustine Institute, the new Formed

program. This resource is free for parishioners of 
Sts. Peter & Paul Parish. All you have to do is sign up
online via your computer or smart devices with the

app. Steps for parishioners to register for free.
Go to “www.formed.org”
Type “Saints Peter & Paul Vancouver” to find and
click on our Parish Saints Peter & Paul

     1425 W. 39th Ave. Vancouver, BC V6M 1T2
Click “Next.”
Type first and last name as well as your email and
click “Sign Up.”

SUNDAY READINGS: 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Unemployment is not a strictly modern phenomenon. In Jesus’ day
those who had no regular work went to the village marketplace every
morning, hoping to find a day’s labour in a landed man’s fields or
vineyards. It was a buyer’s market. Day labourers worked for whatever
they were given. The basic premise of Jesus’ story, then, was as
familiar to His first hearers as it is to us today.

     The story’s sting is in its tail. The logic of human injustice requires
that those who work a full day receive a full day’s wage, while those
who work one hour receive one hour’s pay. It is not so in the kingdom
of God. Those who have laboured in the ways of righteousness from
early morning receive their full reward. But the prostitutes and tax
collectors and sinners who arrive at the eleventh hour receive no less.
The laws of human justice are workable enough under ordinary
circumstances, but, as the prophet Isaiah suggests, they are too narrow
to contain the always astonishing love of God.

     The Church is the servant of the kingdom of God, bound by the
kingdom’s laws we are commanded to invite to supper not only those
who have earned a place by their long fidelity but also all those who
have just arrived at the gate. The good and the respectable may
grumble a bit to find themselves cheek-by-jowl at the Lord’s table with
sinners. But the host asks, “I am free to do as I please... am I not? Or
are you envious because I am generous?”

Sunday Donations:
September 5 - 6, 2026

Sat. 5 pm $814 from 31 envelopes = $26.26 avg.
Sun. 9 am $2680 from 34 envelopes = $78.82 avg.
Sun. 11 am $526 from 18 envelopes = $29.22 avg.
Sun. 4 pm $1100 from 23 envelopes = $47.83 avg.
Grand Total: $5120 + $363.25 loose = $5483.25

September 12 - 13, 2026
Sat. 5 pm $610 from 23 envelopes = $26.52 avg.
Sun. 9 am $660 from 31 envelopes = $21.29 avg.
Sun. 11 am $610 from 27 envelopes = $22.59 avg.
Sun. 4 pm $1055 from 19 envelopes = $55.53 avg.
Grand Total: $2935 + $650.15 loose = $3585.15

In gratitude for your regular financial support!

World Day of Migrants and Refugees Mass:
Archbishop Richard Smith will be celebrating Mass at

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish on Sat. Sept. 26th at 5 pm.
All are welcome to wear the clothing of their country.
There is a reception in the hall with food after Mass.

1/2 Day of Recollection w/ Fr. Emmerich Vogt O.P.:
Topic: “The Role of Mary in Salvation History.”
On Sat. Oct. 24th at Sts. Peter and Paul Parish.

9 am Mass, followed by the Rosary, followed by coffee,
10:15 am first conference, 10:45 am short break,

11 am second conference, 11:30 am Adoration and
Benediction, 12 pm noon light lunch provided.

Project Advance 2026:
The office has already mailed out pledges for those 

in the past who have contributed to the Project Advance
campaign; providing you an opportunity to consider 
again this year’s pledge. This pledge may be mailed

or placed in the collection basket anytime for the rest
of this calendar year. Blank pledges are available

in the vestibule throughout the year. 
Thank you for your support. It means a great deal.

This Year’s Endeavours:
The building of our new Parish Centre at

1450 W. 38th Ave. is necessary in order to meet our
present and future needs. It will provide so many

opportunities for parishioners to gather and celebrate
and deepen our faith. We need a place to provide Funeral

and Sacramental receptions, opportunities for retreats
and recollections, regular gatherings after Sunday Mass,
as well as other special annual events. Ongoing are the

need to hold Catechism classes, as well as new Catholics,
youth, young adults and seniors to gather.

Our Cartier Hall is up for sale at this time, the market is
not in our favour. We still need more funds in order to
move ahead with Construction. I would say, more than
ever, your support is needed at this time. Without it, it

would be difficult to secure a mortgage for the rest of the
Construction cost. Presently, we are re-visiting the size
(cost factor) of our new Parish Centre and working with
the city etc.as to how to move forward in this direction.

Thank you for your pledge this year!

2027 World Youth Day in Korea:
Registration with the Young Adults of Vancouver.
More information at wydwithyav.my.canva.site

Theology of the Body Event - The Well:
On Tues. Oct. 27th from 7 pm - 9:30 pm at Our

Lady of Assumption, Port Coquitlam. Presented by
Dr. Christopher West and Musician Mike Mangione.

https://youtu.be/9Vl2rQH2Q5M?si=yuqONrx5MzwCoNdf
https://youtu.be/9Vl2rQH2Q5M?si=yuqONrx5MzwCoNdf
https://youtu.be/9Vl2rQH2Q5M?si=yuqONrx5MzwCoNdf


WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
SUNDAY, Sept. 20th - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
          9:00 am; 11:00 am; 4:00 pm - Parishioners
MONDAY, Sept. 21st - St. Matthew, Apostle
          8:00 am - Daniel Falcon+
TUESDAY, Sept. 22nd - Our Lady of Sorrows
          4:00 pm - Dick Ballard+
          10:00 am - Vancouver College Mass
WEDNESDAY, Sept. 23rd - St. Pius of Pietrelcina +1968
          8:00 am - Raymond Omer Courchene+
THURSDAY, Sept. 24th - Ferial
          8:00 am - Lindsey Graham+
          10:00 am - Vancouver College Mass
FRIDAY, Sept. 25th - Ferial
          8:00 am - Lyn Caviezel
          10:00 am - Vancouver College Mass
SATURDAY, Sept. 26th - Canadian Martyrs +1649 
          9:00 am - J. Caviezel
          5:00 pm - Patricia Cheung+

(26th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

 sspeterpaul.ca  sspeterpaul.ca

Catechism Class for Children
Parish Religious Education Program (PREP):
If your child is in Grade K-7 (or beyond Grade 7 and
not Confirmed) and do not attend a Catholic school,
consider joining PREP for sacramental preparation:
Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Communion, and

Confirmation. Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings
from 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm, beginning Sept. 22nd.

Please contact the office to register or fill out the green
registration form on the front table of the Church.

Talks on the Faith and the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):

Whether you are considering becoming Catholic
or simply want to learn more about the Catholic faith,
we welcome all on this journey of faith and conversion.

RCIA is held on Tuesday evenings from 7- 8 pm,
beginning Sept. 22nd to Nov. 10th. 

Topic: “What do you seek?“
No registration required. Parishioners, 

please consider inviting family and friends.

The Door is Open:
Sun. Sept. 20th. Fall clothing donations are

appreciated. Thank you! (No food items please).

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

The idea of Jesus giving us His flesh to eat was scandalous to his Jewish listeners, many of whom “returned
to their former way of life and no longer accompanied him” after this teaching (John 6:66). And it remains
unbelievable to many modern Christians who consider the Eucharist merely a symbol. But for Catholics,
“The Eucharist is ‘the source and summit of the Christian life’” (CCC 1324) because it is our most intimate
encounter with the Lord.
     Jesus’ teaching is crystal clear: “For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats
my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him” (John 6:55–56)—when we receive the Lord in
Holy Communion, we abide in Him and He abides in us.
     During the Mass, when we hear the words, “This is my body,” and “This is the chalice of my blood”—
through the priest Christ makes Himself truly present and offers to unite with us. As Pope Benedict XVI
wrote, “In the Eucharist Jesus does not give us a ‘thing,’ but himself.” In other words, built into the Mass
is a powerful encounter with the Lord, who offers us the most intimate relationship possible on earth.
     Interestingly, Christ’s immanence in the Eucharist is itself an expression of His transcendence. Since
Jesus is the eternal Son of God, He can be wholly present on thousands of altars simultaneously across time
so that His one sacrifice can be made sacramentally present for the rest of human history. Since He is God,
Christ can veil His infinite glory and give us His resurrected flesh to eat. God is so great that He can become
small without ceasing to be great!
     Now, let’s step back for a moment and ask why the God of the universe chose to encounter us under
the humble appearances of bread and wine. It’s unexpected and almost embarrassingly material.
     St. Thomas Aquinas explains, “It was fitting that God should provide man with a spiritual medicine by
means of certain corporeal signs; for if man were offered spiritual things without a veil, his mind being
taken up with the material world would be unable to apply itself to them.” God teaches us through material
things precisely because we are a mix of the corporeal and spiritual, we are body and soul. Jesus’ parables
are filled with concrete images—sheep, a sower spreading seed, wineskins, a prodigal son—because we
ascend to immaterial concepts through material ones. Likewise, we better understand spiritual truths
through the material—so when we are baptized into Christ, it is through water; when we are anointed in
sickness, it is with oil; and when we are offered union with Christ, it is through changed bread and wine.
     But God could’ve chosen anything material; why did He choose food? Perhaps the most obvious reason
is that food nourishes us, and Jesus desires to nourish us body and soul. When we eat food, it becomes
part of us. Yet when we receive the Eucharist, we don’t merely assimilate Jesus into ourselves—we are
assimilated into Him. St. Augustine explains this mystery from Jesus’ perspective when he writes, “I am
the food of the grown. Grow, and you shall feed upon Me. Nor shall you change Me into yourself like bodily
food, but you shall be changed into Me.”
     Food also plays an important role in the Bible. Meals are used to establish friendship, peace, and offer
hospitality. More importantly, meals are used to create communion through covenants. During the Last
Supper, Jesus transformed the Passover into the New Covenant meal (see Matthew 26:28) and sealed that
covenant with His sacrifice on Calvary. St. Paul expresses this truth when he asks, “The cup of blessing
which we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not a
participation in the body of Christ?” (1 Corinthians 10:16). When we receive the Eucharist, we truly share
in Christ Himself—and all this through the ordinary (but changed) means of bread and wine.
     With all this in mind, we might understandably ask: why does the Lord desire to be with us this much?
It’s simple: because He loves us, and love desires union. Separation and division pains those who love
each other and, in addition to coming to dwell in us through baptism, Jesus desires the union that can only
come from being one with us in body and soul, however briefly. The Eucharist, our greatest moment of
intimacy with the Lord on earth, anticipates our eternal and complete union with Him in Heaven.
     The Lord also wants to be with us because He knows He’s the only one that can make us truly happy.
St. John Henry Newman wrote:
     “man is not sufficient for his own happiness; he is not happy except the Presence of God be with him.
When he was created, God breathed into him that supernatural life of the Spirit which is his true happiness;
and when he fell, he lost the divine gift, and with it his happiness also. Ever since he has been unhappy;
ever since he has a void within him which needs filling, and he knows not how to fill it.”
     God alone can fill that void—and He is eager to fill it with His Real Presence—Body, Blood, Soul, and
Divinity. (to be continued next week...)

In the Mass, God Gives Himself to Us (Communion)

The Mass: Our Intimate Encounter with the Transcendent Lord
by Most Reverend James Conley (con’t...)

Annual Advent Potluck:
Our Archbishop Richard Smith will attend our annual

Advent potluck party on Sat. Nov. 28th at 6 pm.
He will also celebrate our 5 pm Mass that day.

Diana Leaney Funeral Mass:
Tues. Oct. 6th at 11:30 am.

Vestment Sewing and Stitching Volunteer:
A volunteer is desired to sew and stitch

minor repairs to vestments etc. If interested,
please contact the parish office. In gratitude.

First Friday Faith Studies:
Oct. 2nd at 10:30 am (Coffee at 10:15). 

Anyone interested, both men and women, are invited
to join us for discussion. Topic: “No Annulment, No

Absolution” with Fr. Mike Schmitz on The Megyn Kelly
Show. We look forward to others attending!

Preserving Our Sacred Space:
The Hymn Book / Missal racks have been enlarged 

to hold these. Kindly return them to the rack 
after use instead of on the pew seat.

2 Back East Side Pews:
These are reserved for parents with young children

for easy access to the vestibule when they “chatter.”

MAINTAINING A PRAYERFUL ENVIRONMENT:

2026 Envelope Boxes:
The envelope boxes are available at the back right table
of the church. If you would like one, simply sign up in
the red binder and they will be there for you the next

Sunday. If new, please fill out the New Parishioner
Registration Form. Thank you for your support!

CONTRIBUTIONS:

Building Fund:
N.B. All donations made to building fund go towards

building our own Parish Centre and are 
not taxed the usual 15% by the diocese.

Sacrament of Marriage:
Couples planning marriage (here or elsewhere) must
contact the Parish Priest at least 8 months before the
wedding. Must attend the Marriage Preparation Course

and the Catholic is to be registered here, at least
6 months and regularly attending Mass here.

The Sacrament of Baptism:
  Parents and Godparents are to be married in the
Catholic Church, and parents need to be registered

parishioners for at least 2 months.

SACRAMENTS & BLESSINGS:

Blessing of Cars, Homes, or Religious Articles:
Please see Father after any of the Sunday Masses.

Our parish’s pews and kneelers are 103 years old. 
Please lower/raise the kneelers “gingerly” 

and handle these with gentle care. Thank you.

East Side (Ramp) Door Adoration Chapel:
For private prayer from Tues. to Fri. 9 am to 3 pm.

This is a place for private prayer and reading, 
not vocal prayers. If needed, the parish office
washroom is available during these hours: 

enter outside to the west side - to the office. 

Sacred Order:
The priest is to be the last in and the first to exit.

Mass is under the duration of one hour. Jesus said:
“Can you not watch 1 hour with me?” (Mt. 26:40). At

the last supper, Judas, not Christ, was the first to leave.

Volunteer Gardening:
If you would like to help, kindly contact the parish office
- and arrangements will be made for you to look after

a small specific part of the garden. Thank you. 
St. Isadore patron of gardeners, pray for us.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/author/conley-mostrevjames/
https://www.youtube.com/c/MegynKelly
https://www.youtube.com/c/MegynKelly
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